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Editor's note 

Commencing with the next issue (June 1992),Whirrakee will be produced by a sub-committee of 
the Bendigo Field Naturalists Club. The members of this sub-committee are: Sue Beattie, Anne 
Bridley, Tom Burton, Elaine Matheson, David McDonald, Sabine Wilkens. Articles sent by post 
should be addressed to: Tom Burton, 5 Naranghi Drive, Bendigo 3550. As Editor of Whirrakee 
during the last 4 years, I received a great deal of support from many Club members which I wish 
to acknowledge here in my last edition of our magazine. An extremely valuable feature of our Club 
has been the continued involvement of several of our senior members in sharing their local 
knowledge with newer members of the BFNC. I am sure that this is greatly appreciated; their 
articles certainly were valued by me, whenever I needed interesting material to print in the 
magazine. The new Whirrakee committee will need at least this same level of support and, I hope, 
an increasing involvement of more members in writing articles, making observations, and bringing 
them to the notice of other members at Club meetings. Thank you all very much for your support 
and thanks especially to Laurie Leeson for all of his help in typing and proof-reading articles 
whenever I ran out of time. , 


Articles in Whirrakee may be reproduced but permission should be obtained from the 
Bendigo Field Naturalists Club and acknowledgment should be given to the author and the Club. 

Back issues are available at a cost of 80c each. Complete sets are available at $8.00 for each 
volume. The above prices do not include postage. 


Cover Photograph 

This photograph was taken by David McDonald last Sunday (April 12) during a Heritage Walk 
along the water race which marks part of the boundary of the One Tree Hill Regional Park. Most 
of the walkers had not realised before, just how much of the forest-covered land on the western 
side of One Tree Hill was privately owned and not part of the Regional Park. A Fund Raising 
Commitee has been formed to organise community support for the purchase of approximately 20 
hectares of privately owned forested land in this area where we walked, so that it can be kept for 
community use as part of the One Tree Hill Regional Park. Further information can be obtained 
from the following Club members who are also members of this committee: John Lindner, David 
McDonald, Peter Morison, Tim O'Donnell, Rod Orr. We will need to be able to demonstrate 
considerable community support before we can seek financial help from the Victorian Conservation 
Trust and the Department of Conservation and Environment but we are confident of this. 


Breeding of ducks at Bendigo Sewerage Farm, winter 1988. 
Author: Joost Brouwer 


I don't know whether the winter of 1988 was a good one for ducks at the Bendigo Sewerage 
Farm, or not. I certainly thought it was, because during my six monthly visits from April to 
September there were new ducklings or cygnets most of the time. I have summarised their 
numbers in a Table and will add some remarks for each species. Think of the Sewerage Farm 
next time you want to go bird watching; it really is (or was? It has been two years since my 
last visit!) a place worth getting to know. 


Black Swan. On 13/8 there were 30 adults on or near Lagoon 6, with a total of 12 clutches 
each accompanied by one or two adults; one clutch of 5 approximately one week old, and 
clutches of 1, 1, 2, 3, 5, 5, 5 and 6, all less than approximately two weeks old (33 young in 
total). On 15/9 there were 55 adults on or near Lagoon 6 with broods of 2, 3 and 4 (four to six 
weeks old), 1 (three to four weeks old), and 1, 2 and 2 (two weeks old). At May Swamp 
there was also a pair with one young less than one week old and at lagoon 3 a pair with a 
young three weeks old. Of the 33 young of the month before, only 9 could still be found! 
Possibly some young were resting on the islands in Lagoon 6, but it seems likely that there 
were big losses. 


Australian Shelduck. On 16/5 pairs seem to have already been formed among some of the 
Shelduck. On 15/9 there were 15 adults on Lagoon 6. One had 2 young, about 4 weeks old, 
mostly coloured in shades of brownish grey with very pale chin and throat and reddish chests. 
Another female had 7 young in tow, 2 - 3 weeks old, with a male following about 40 m 
behind. 


Pacific Black Duck On 13/8 there were 15 adults on Lagoon 6. One had 9 young less than 
one week old. On 15/9 there was a pair with 5 young at lagoon 3 and at Lagoon 6 there was a 
pair with 3 young one month old and a single adult with 7 young less than one week old. 


Grey Teal On 15/9 there were 5 pairs in the eastern part of May Swamp plus an adult with 
approximately 6 young less than one week old - the young looked like washed-out versions of 
Mallard young. 


Chestnut Teal On 16/5 there was a pair with one young about one week old at Lagoon 6 
The young was quite dark and smudgy where Mallard young are yellow (chest & throat) with a 
smudgy eyebrow stripe and wing mark. On 15/6 there were some pairs on nest boxes in 
Lagoon 6, as there were also on 9/7. On 13/8 there was a pair on a nest box in lagoon 5. On 
29/9 there was a pair with the male in eclipse plumage at lagoon 3 - I saw a similar pair, with 
downy young, at Barker's Creek Reservoir, North Harcourt , in January 1986. 


Australasian Shoveler There was a single pair at Lagoon 6 on 15/9. 

Pink-eared Duck On 8/4 there was an adult with 7 - 10 day old young at Lagoon 6 - 
already, the young seemed to have a bill shape similar to that of adults. On 9/7 there were 3 
pairs, 2 at Lagoon 6 and 1 on a nest box at lagoon 5. On 15/9 there was a pair in the opening 
of a nest box on lagoon 5 and nearby was another pair with 6 young less than 1 week old. 
Hardhead On 13/8 there were 11 adults on Lagoon 6 with 3 clutches of 3, 5, and 5 young. 


Maned Duck Only once was there a pair - on 13/8 - not surprisingly at the dam at Hillman's 
Swamp rather than on one of the lagoons. 


Blue-billed Duck There were 6 pairs on Lagoon 6 on 8/4 but they were all gone the next 
month. 


Musk Duck I have seen the males display at Lagoon 6 but I haven't seen evidence of actual 
breeding. 


Bendigo Sewerage Farm, Winter 1988 
Total (and young) swan and duck numbers 


8/4 16/5 15/6 9/7 13/8 15/9 


Black swan 178 143 117 73 110 90 
(young) (33) (19) 
Australian shelduck 51 21 47 39 16 24 
(young) (9) 
Pacific Black Duck 62 24 31 2 46 33 
(young) (9) (15) 
Grey Teal 382 61 14 30 21 24 
(young) (6) 
Chestnut Teal 35 37 22 11 20 20 
(young) (1) 
Australasian Shoveler 38 19 7 3 2 
 Pink-eared Duck 62 4 6 1 18 
(young) (1) (6) 
Hardhead 14 3 8 24 7 
(young) (13) 
Maned Duck 2 
Blue-billed Duck 12 2) 
Musk Duck 60 51 35 32 6 4 


Monthly counts of birds, Bendigo Sewerage Farm, Winter 1988 
Author: Joost Brouwer 


Why count birds? } 

From April to September 1988, I conducted monthly counts of all birds at the Bendigo 
Sewerage Farm. This took about 3 hours each time and was tiring work as one needed to 
concentrate all of the time. But, it was also great to be out and about with a purpose. In 
October 1988, our second son was born and a change of jobs loomed on the horizon. This 
meant that the series of observations was cut short. Even so, some interesting movement 
patterns had started to emerge (see table and discussion below). I would urge anybody 
interested to take up where I left off and count regularly at the Sewerage Farm, which is always 
full of surprises. Copies of the forms I have used with a separate column for each part of the 
Farm, have been deposited with the Club. The Club also has a copy of the monthly summary 
sheet for monthly totals which is useful for checking trends as soon as you have done your 
count. Discovering patterns is really exciting! 


Any counting, at the Sewerage Farm or elsewhere, could be done as part of the Bird Observers 
Group's regular count scheme. Better still, it could be done as part of the Australian Bird 
Count (ABC)! The ABC is a project organised by the Royal Australasian Ornithologists’ 
Union (RAOU), with BP Australia and the Australian Museum as the main sponsors. The 
project has been designed to determine trends in numbers of Australian bird species and to 
collect baseline data. Are changes in numbers of a particular species due to natural fluctuations 
or are they a sign of environmental problems as yet unrecognised? 


Each CABbie (Counter of Australian Birds) has selected one or more areas , each in a particular 
habitat, where all of the birds are counted at least once each 3 months for a year. Participation 
is open to anyone with an interest in birds. The larger the number of people involved, the 
greater the value of the project. Counters in natural grasslands and in wetlands are particularly 
welcome, but, counts in, for instance, an area near your house are much appreciated too. More 
information can be obtained from any of the RAOU members in the Club (Peter Allen, Don 
Franklin, & others?) or direct from the organiser: Stephen Ambrose, c/- The Australian 
Museum. 608 College Street, Sydney 2000 (‘phone (02) 339 8183). Do join and get your 
friends to join as well, and, happy counting! 


Environmental Conditions 

Obviously, the number of birds found at the Sewerage Farm depends not only on the season, 
but also on conditions at the Farm and in the surrounding area as well as on the weather at the 
time of counting. One of the main determining factors in this regard is rainfall - when the rains 
break in April-May , many waterbirds leave the lagoons and meadows of the Farm to return to 
seasonal wetlands that are filling up again (see results below). Unfortunately, I don't have 
1988 rainfall data for the Bendigo area. I did note the conditions at the Farm during each of my 
visits (see the Figure below), although it would have been better if I'd had fixed reference 
marks for the various water levels. 


8 April 1988 

Lagoons 2 and 3 half empty (prior to their de-sludging) - the other lagoons full. May Swamp 
bone dry, the rich mud scraped away to the pale brown soil over 90% of the eastern part of the 
swamp. Hillman’s Swamp was dry, the southern half was half wet (5 cm of water approx.); 
visit was from 8:15 - 11:30; weather was dry. 


16 May 1988 

Some of the irrigation bays had low, new growth, wetted by rain. Lagoon 3 was a bit wetter 
than in April due to rain: Lagoon 2 was 60-70% mud flat. Rain had also caused ponding on 
about 20% of the open area of May Swamp. Visit was in the afternoon - rained all Sunday as 
well as the Monday preceding the visit. 


15 June 1988 

The septage bays varied from muddy to full of water. The first 4 irrigation bays had mainly 
yellow grass - the others had low to high green grass. Lagoon 3 was almost as full as in May 
but had mud flats along its edges and some sandy islands in the middle; Lagoon 2 was almost 
all mud flat. The water in Little Lagoon was high and there were road-works in progress for 
better drainage towards Lagoon 6. The irrigation bays next to Lagoon 6 had low grass and 
carried sheep. Water in May Swamp was 50 cm below the stump east of the hide; many 
clumps of rush were turned over by the bulldozer. Visit was form 13:45 - 17:00; weather was 
sunny with a strong wind. 


9 July 1988 

Septage bays were mostly full with water. Irrigation bays were mostly covered by short, green 
grass with some tall yellow grass, partly wet. Lagoon 3 was 95% water with 2 small islands 
(largest 15m by 1 to 3m wide), some stumps emerging. Lagoon 2 had 90% mud or very 
shallow water. Little Lagoon was high - road-works were still in progress. Irrigation bays 


near Lagoon 6 had been graded but had a lot of puddles. May Swamp was fairly wet. Visit 
was from 14:15 - 17:00; weather - half clouds, half sunshine (showers in the morning). 


13 August 1988 

Septage bays were mostly muddy - a few fully covered in water. Irrigation bays were mostly 
short, green and with some wet patches. Lagoon 3 had islands and 5% mud along the edges as 
it did in July; Lagoon 2 was 95% mud; Little Lagoon was full. May Swamp and Hillman’s 
Swamp had some water but were drier than in June and July. Visit was from 14:00 - 17:15; 
weather was mild with 15% cloud cover. 


15 September 1988 

Three septage bays were all mud and the others were wet to half mud. Irrigation bays were 
mostly dry, short and green but with some wet patches. Lagoons 2 and 3 were as they 
appeared in July and August with some small, sandy islands and 5% and 95% mud 
respectively. Little Lagoon was fairly full. May Swamp had very little water (less than 15%) - 
in the eastern part, the water was quite low (60cm below the tree stump east of the hide). It 
was being filled from Lagoon 6 but the water was running out to the creek as fast as it was 
flowing in. 


Patterns emerging from the April-September observations 

As I said earlier, 6 months of data (see Table) are not a lot. The following conclusions are 
therefore tentative although some of them are no doubt supported by other data in the Bird 
Observers Group archives. Details on breeding of swans, ducks and waders are given in the 
separate article on this topic in this issue of Whirrakee. Note that Lagoon 6 and May Swamp 
are nearest to Bendigo and Eaglehawk Creeks which are lined with trees and bushes - most 
bush birds were therefore seen in these areas. Original data sheets, onto which I copied data 
for each area of the farm from my notebook, will be lodged with the Club. — 


General Observations and tentative patterns 
Hoary-headed Grebe 360 in April, dispersed after break of rains; a few back in 
spring. Mostly on Lagoon 6 but also Lagoon 5. 


Australasian Grebe Less plentiful than Hoary-headed: 20 in May, 
dispersing; 1 in August. Lagoon 6 and Little Lagoon 

Little Pied Cormorant 1 now and again; 2 in April. Lagoons 6 and 3 

Great Cormorant 1 now and again; 6 in April. Lagoons 6 and 3 

Little Black Cormorant 1 in September on Lagoon 3 

White-faced Heron. 11 in April; 0 to >3 after break of rains. Only large 
concentration (10 in April) on irrigation bays, rest scattered over the farm 

Sacred Ibis Less as winter progressed - from 30 - 38 down to 4. 
Almost all on irrigation bays - wet as well as dry. 

Straw-necked Ibis Less as winter progressed - from 130 down to 1; more 
plentiful than Sacred Ibis. Almost all on irrigation bays - wet as well as dry. 

Yellow-billed Spoonbill 2 and 1 in April and May. Hillman’s Lagoon. 

Black Swan Declining during April - July (178 to-73), increasing 


again as young hatched. April - July mostly on irrigation bays; August - Sept (with young) 
mostly on and around Lagoon 6. Also scattered elsewhere. 


Australian Shelduck Up and down during winter (21 - 51), down to 16 in 
August,to 24 when 9 young had hatched in September. April - July: mostly on irrigation 
bays; August - September (with young) mostly on and around Lagoon 6. 


Pacific Black Duck Dispersal during rains (61 down to 2); passing through 
in August (46); young in September. Mostly on Little Lagoon and Lagoon 6, scattered 
elsewhere. 


Grey Teal Big dispersal after start of rains (382 to 14-30), young in 
September. Mostly on Lagoons 5 & 6 in April, scattered late (Lagoon 6; May Swamp & 
others) 


Chestnut Teal Some dispersal after start of rains (37 to 11-22); downy 
young in May. Mostly on Little Lagoon & Lagoon 6; also May Swamp in Sept. 


Australian Shoveler Dispersal after start of rains (38 in April; 0-3 in July- 
Sept). Lagoon 6; also on Little Lagoon in April. 


Pink-eared Duck Dispersal after rains (62 in April; 0-24 May-Sept); 
downy young in September. Sixty on Lagoon 5 in April, otherwise in small numbers on 
Lagoon 6 and other lagoons. 


Hardhead Changing numbers during April - Sept (0-18); 13 young 
in August. Only on Lagoon 6. 

Maned Duck 2 in August on Hillman’s Swamp 

Blue-billed Duck 12 in April, none during winter; 2 in September - only 
on Lagoon 6 

Musk Duck Fairly regular decrease in numbers from April to Sept 
(62 - 4). All but one on Lagoon 6 

Black-shouldered Kite 2 in May 

Whistling Kite 1 in April &June 

Brown Goshawk 1 in June 

Collared Sparrowhawk 1 in June & July 

Goshawk or Sparrowhawk 1 in May & Sept 

Peregrine Falcon 1 in April 

Australian Hobby 1 in Sept 

Australian Crake 1 in August at Hillman’s Swamp 

Black-tailed Native Hen 20 in April; gone after the start of the rains. Little 
Lagoon 

Dusky Moorhen Increase April-July (12 to 55), then drop in numbers to 
13-15. Almost all on Little Lagoon and May Swamp 

Purple Swamphen 1 in June. Hillman’s Swamp 

Eurasian Coot Fairly regular decrease April - Sept (230 - 6). Mostly on 


Lagoons 6, 3, 4 &5 


Masked Lapwing Decrease after start of rains (61 to 12-20); increase with 
young July-Sept. Scattered over Farm; 40 near Lagoon 6 in April 


Red-kneed Dotterel 1 in April (2-3 from late-Sept to early-Oct). On Little 
Lagoon (&Lagoon 3) 


Black-fronted Plover Build-up April-July (57-164, on mudflats in Lagoons 2 
& 3 and later around May Swamp (when irrigation bays there were wet). Lagoon 2, April-July 
(40, 71, 65,20), Lagoon 3, June-July (August) (54, 45 6); Lagoon 6 and nearby irrigation 
bays June-July (18, 99), May Swamp, August-Sept (34,9). Also septage bays and small 
number elsewhere 


Black-winged Stilt 15-27 April-May; build-up from 1 to 4 July-Sept. 
Breeding Sept on Lagoon 3. Large concentrations on Lagoon 3, April-May (15-22), otherwise 
small numbers on Lagoon 3, May Swamp & Lagoon 2 


Red-necked Avocet 2 in August, 28 in September with 7 nests on islands in 
Lagoon 3 (14 nests in late Sept- early Oct). Almost all on Lagoon 3; up to 4 on May Swamp 
(100 there in late Oct) 


Red-banded Stint 1 in April - southward bound. Lagoon 2 


Silver Gull 65-260 during April-July; down to 27 and 18 in August 
and September with possibly 3 nests on tree stumps in Lagoon 3 in September. Mostly near 
purification plant (septage bays, irrigation bays, Lagoons 1 & 2; in July scattered over all 
lagoons and swamps; in September, mostly on Lagoon 3 (breeding) 


Spotted Turtledove 0-6 during April-Sept. May Swamp & Lagoon 6 
Peaceful Dove Winter visitor? None April-May. 14-18 June-August; 1 
in Sept at Lagoon 6 (next to the creek) 

Crested Pigeon 1-7 during April-Sept, mostly near the septage bays 
Galah 2 flocks in April (40 & 70), 0-10 birds May-Sept 
(dispersal for breeding?), mostly near Eaglehawk Creek 

Musk Lorikeet 1-2 April, June, August 

Eastern Rosella Up to 5, April-Sept, scattered 

Red-rumped Parrot Build-up 0 to 80+, April-July; 10 in August & Sept, 
mostly near Lagoon 6; in July, scattered with 40 at Hillman’s Swamp 

White-backed Swallow 5 in July at May Swamp, hawking 

Welcome Swallow Build-up during winter to 233 in July, then drop-off 17- 


10 August-Sept. Mostly around Lagoon 6; in July, scattered in small groups all over Farm 
with 100 hawking at May Swamp 


Tree Martin 11 in July, 1 in August, Lagoon 6 and May Swamp 
Richard's Pipit 1 in July, 10 in August, 1 in Sept at Lagoon 6 and 
nearby irrigation bays 

Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike 2 in Sept near Lagoon 6 

Blackbird Present in April; not noted in May-July; 1-3 August-Sept 


near Lagoon 6 


Flame Robin Winter visitor: 2 & 1 June & July at Hillman’s Swamp 


Grey Shrikethrush 1 & 2 in August and Sept near Lagoon 6 

Restless Flycatcher Present in June and August near Lagoon 6 

Willie Wagtail Build-up to 18 in July then down to 7-8. Scattered in 
small groups over Farm 

Clamorous Reed-warbler 2+ in Sept at Lagoon 6 and May Swamp 

Little Grassbird Up to 4+, June-Sept at May Swamp, Hillman’s Swamp 
and Lagoon 6 

Golden-headed Cisticola 1+ in Sept at May Swamp 

Superb Fairy-wren Present throughout winter; up to 4+ counted at Lagoon 6 
and May Swamp (Hillman’s Swamp) 

Noisy Miner Present throughout winter; build-up or more vocal? to 
14+ in September; near trees (Eaglehawk Creek, Little Lagoon, Lagoon 6, May Swamp 
White-plumed Honeyeater 2-4, June-August near Lagoon 6 

White-fronted Chat 2-4+, May, June, August, Sept. Irrigation bays near 
Lagoon 6 and Hillman’s Swamp 

Spotted Pardalote 1 in August at Little Lagoon 

House Sparrow Group of 15 in July near septage bays 

Zebra Finch Group of 30 in June near septage bays 

Common Starling Only 2 in May, 320-1000 in other months; in groups of 


20-1000 mostly near septage bays and nearby irrigation bays 


Australian Magpielark Build-up April-July (97-163), drop-off to 61+ in Sept. 
In groups of up to 80 mostly near septage bays and nearby irrigation bays, more scattered and 
in smaller groups (up to 16) in September 


Grey Currawong 1 in August 
Grey Butcherbird Present April, May, Sept 
Australian Magpie Build-up to 45 in June then drop-off to 12 in September 


(breeding elsewhere?). Scattered - largest group of 30 in June 


Australian or Little Raven Both were noted as present most months with a build-up 
in total numbers in August then drop-off to 65 in September Tentative numbers for each 
species are given in the table but, in retrospect, I am not confident of these numbers. Scattered; 
largest group was 75 in August, feeding on mud-flats in Lagoon 2. 


Using the above data, one can tentatively assign at least some of the bird species seen at the 
Bendigo Sewerage Farm to one of the following classes: 


Winter visitors - some with a small resident population - dispersing prior to breeding (which 
is timed differently for different species) eg, Black-fronted Plover, Peaceful Dove?, Galah, 
Red-rumped Parrot, Welcome Swallow, Flame Robin, Willie Wagtail, Magpie, Magpielark, 
Ravens. 


Summer visitors - eg, Reed Warbler, Cisticola, Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike. 

Dispersing after start of rains (some with a smaller resident population) eg, most water 
birds. 

Passing through on migration eg, Red-necked Stint, Richard's Pipit? 

Residents fairly constant in number eg, Eastern Rosella, Little Grassbird?, Noisy Miner 
Irregular visitors eg, the raptors, Zebra Finch, House Sparrow. 


Obviously, there is a lot more to be learned about the birds of the Bendigo Sewerage Farm. 
Why birds like to be in a particular part of the Farm at a particular time of the year is clear for 
some species but not for others. Perhaps, when we know more about them, the Sewerage 
Farm can be managed to a certain extent to accommodate the requirements of the various birds 
so that the Farm can become a proper sanctuary. Who will take up the challenge to collect such 
data? 
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Table: Summary of observations 
Bird Numbers: Bendigo Sewerage Farm (Winter 1988) 


Dates of observations 


Species 8/4 16/5 15/6 9/7 13/8 15/9 
Hoary-headed Grebe 360 50 2 
Australasian Grebe 20 4 1 
Little Pied Cormorant 2 1 1 
Gréat Cormorant 6 1 1 
Little Black Cormorant 1 
White-faced Heron 11 >3 2 >3 >1 
Sacred Ibis 30 38 29 8 12 4 
Straw-necked Ibis 130° 59 80 6 30 1 
Yellow-billed Spoon bill 2 1 
Black Swan 178 143 117 73 110 90 
Australian Shelduck 51 21 47 39 16 24. 
Pacific Black Duck 62 24 31 2 46 33 
Grey Teal 382 61 14 30 21 245 
Chestnut Teal 35 37 22 1 20 20 
Australian Shoveler 38 19 7 3 2 
Pink-eared Duck 62 4 6 1 18 
Hardhead 14 3 8 24 7 
Maned Duck 2 
Blue-billed Duck 12 2 
Musk Duck 60 Sle 235 32 6 4 
Black-shouldered Kite 2 
Whistling Kite 1 1 
Brown Goshawk 1 
Collared Sparrowhawk 1 1 
Goshawk or Sparrowhawk 1 1 
Peregrine Falcon 1 


Australian Hobby 


Australian Crake 
Black-tailed Native Hen 
Dusky Moorhen 

Purple Swamphen 
Eurasian Coot 


Masked Lapwing 
Red-kneed Dotterel 
Black-fronted Plover 
Black-winged Stilt 
Red-necked Avocet 
Red-necked Stint 


Silver Gull 151 


Spotted Turtledove 
Peaceful Dove 
Crested Pigeon 


Galah 110 
Musk Lorikeet 
Eastern Rosella 


Red-rumped Parrot 
White-backed Swallow 
Welcome Swallow 

Tree 1 

Richard's Pipit 

Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike 


Blackbird 

Flame Robin 

Grey Shrikethrush 
Restless Flycatcher 
Willie Wagtail 


Clamorous Reedwarbler 
Little Grassbird 
Golden-headed Cisticola 
Superb Fairywren 
Noisy Miner 


White-plumed Honeyeater 
White-fronted Chat 
Spotted Pardalote 

House Sparrow 

Zebra Finch 

Common Starling 


Australian Magpielark 
Grey Currawong 
Grey Butcherbird 
Australian Magpie 


20 
12 17 
230 134 
61 >30 
1 
57 92 
15 27 
1 
120 65 
6 
4 
>10 
1 
20 
2 
>2 
>3 
2 
30 
320 >2 
7 >50 


>3 


10 


>45 


>13 


10 
10 


450 


Australian Raven >3 132 >6 
Little Raven 50 >40 1 2 
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Notes & Observations: 6 March 1992 meeting 
Author: Bird Observers Group 


Highlights 
Australasian Bittern (1) One Tree Hill RP 31/2/92 
Dollarbird (1) Kooyoora SP, 22/1/1992 : 
Dollarbird (2 adults, 2 dependent young out of nest) Bridgewater 4/2/92 
Long-billed Corella (600+), Prairie West 3/3/92 
White-browed Woodswallow (1000+) Kingower Jan & Feb 1992 
Banded Lapwing (1) Kennington Res 25/2/92 
Red-necked Avocet (3) Kennington Res 11/2/92 
Breeding 
Weebill (nest with young), One Tree Hill RP, 26/2/92-6/2/92 
Dusky Moorhen (young), Bridgewater, 4/2/92 
Musk Lorikeet (nest), Bridgewater, 4/2/92 
Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike (2 well-grown young) Bridgewater 4/2/92 
Diamond Dove (nest built then deserted) Inglewood Dec 92 
Fairy Martin (young in nest) Calivil 2/3/92 
Observations 
Peregrine Falcon (1) Strathfieldsaye 2/3/92 
Masked Lapwing (2) L. Weeroona 26/2/92 
Crested Pigeon (1) L. Weeroona 21/2/92 
Fork-tailed Swift (50) Kingower Forest 3/2/92 : 
White-throated Needletails (2) Kingower 14/12/91; small flock, Kingower 3/2/92; (4) One 
Tree Hill 4/3/92 
Rufous Night Heron (1) Campaspe R. 16/2/92; (1) L. Weeroona 4/3/92 
White-bellied Cuckoo-shrike (1) One Tree Hill RP 4/3/92 
Speckled Warbler (1) One Tree Hill 21/2/92; (1) One Tree Hill RP, 4/3/92 
Masked Woodswallow (20) Kingower Forest, Jan & Feb 1992 
Dusky Woodswallow (100) Kingower Forest, Jan & Feb 1992 
Grey Butcherbird (1) Maiden Gully 22/2/92 
Chestnut-rumped Hylacola (1) One Tree Hill RP 4/3/92 
Owlet-nightjar (1 heard) Campaspe R 16/2/92; (1 heard) Lyal Forest 6/3/92 
Non-local observations. 
Peregrine Falcon (1) Stanhope 17/3/92 
Wedge-tailed Eagle (1) Seymour 2/3/92 
Ne nas Heron (1) Guildford 23/2/92 
ists 
Kangaroo Gully Ck 29/11/91 
One Tree Hill RP 4/3/92 
Bendigo Sewerage Farm 15/2/92 
L. Eppalock 16/2/92 
Calivil Feb 92 


Notes 

The Australasian Bittern is the first that has been reported since it was seen in the Dingee area 
in 1979 and near Thunder Swamp in about 1977. This bird was probably more common in 
Victoria before the widespread drainage of our swamps. The bird can be confused with an 
immature Rufous Night Heron. In this case the bird was identified by its large size, bold 
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brown and yellowish striping and its adoption of the characteristic hiding pose while sitting in a 
tree. The observer was very close; he flushed it from beside a water race in which the water 
had been running for some weeks. The race was heavily vegetated with Juncus species. The 
normal habitat of these bitterns is well-vegetated swamps. 


The record of the Dollarbirds was so interesting that we reproduced it in full below. 


The flock of Long-billed Corellas is the biggest ever reported to the bird group. The flock was 
in timber along Blind Ck and the neighbouring paddocks. 


Even a place as well-known as Kennington Res. can produce surprises such as the Red-necked 
Avocets and the Banded Lapwing. Previous dry seasons have produced a Great Crested Grebe 
and a Pelican there. 


The Owlet-nightjar, Chestnut-rumped Hylacola and Speckled Warbler are all birds that are 
infrequently reported, but may be observed if one spends enough time in the bush at the right 
places and times. 


Dollarbirds nesting at Bridgewater 
Author: Barbara Salter 


On February 4 (1992), I walked along the bank of the Loddon River, immediately to 
the east of the Waterwheel Flour Mill, finding Sacred Kingfisher, Reed Warblers, Moorhen 
with young, Musk Lorikeets nesting and Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike with 2 well-grown 
young. Returning to my vehicle, I heard the deep cackle of a Dollarbird, and observed an adult 
and a noticeably smaller young perched in a dead Red Gum a few metres up the bank. I heard 
calls from other places nearby, and found another young bird perched on a dead branch of a 
Red Gum. This bird cackled rapidly and up flew the other parent with food. Both adults 
called frequently, and swooped over the river, or over the vineyard and lucerne paddocks 
beyond the riverbank. By watching the entire flight, I could see that the same parent returned 
to the same young one, time after time. When the sky cleared, I could see the beautiful deep 
blue-green plumage, and pink bill, of the adults. The plumage of the well-grown young 
looked rather dull and untidy; they had wide, bright-yellow gapes and dull-coloured bills. 

I watched the birds for an hour, during which time they stayed close to me when 
perching; and IJ had beautiful views of them as they swept in easy flight around me, and along 
the river. 

It is a great pleasure to know that these birds are still able to nest successfully in the 
Loddon River Red Gums, near Bridgewater. 


Woodswallows at Kingower Forest 
Author: Barbara Salter 


From mid-January to the present time (early Mar 92), the Ironbarks have been loaded 
with blossom, producing plenty of nectar. Conditions have been very dry for many months, 
and insects have been very scarce, but the blossom now has attracted a noisy horde of 
apiarists' bees, as well as feral bees, native bees, and the large biting flies. 

Wherever the Ironbarks are flowering, there are gatherings of Woodswallows - mainly 
White-browed - as well as the 3 species of Lorikeet, mainly Musk. As a rough estimate, I 
would say there are at least a thousand White-browed spread throughout the large area of 
forest, possibly a hundred Duskies, and twenty Masked. Many of them have nested, and now 
have independent young. 

The birds hawk for insects, take them from the foliage and from the ground, and 
swing in the dense clusters of blossom, taking nectar and insects. It is a delight to be with 
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them, for they are friendly and talkative and especially when one stands still they come very 
close. 

Honeyeaters have declined in number in recent years and are very scarce; a few 
Fuscous, Yellow-tufted, Brown-headed, Black-chinned and White-eared Honeyeaters and Red 
Wattlebirds are in the Ironbarks and in the Grey Box which has now started to flower. Five or 
six years ago we would have recorded 14 or 15 species of honeyeater. 

We have noted that many Ironbarks have produced pink or deep rose blossom, whereas 
normally pink-flowered trees were very scarce, and we wonder if the lack of rain, and the very 
hot sun, can have caused this change, and if so, why? 


Extract from a letter from the Spring Gully Primary School 
Author: Sue Harrison 


On behalf of the Spring Gully Primary School Community we would like to thank the 
members of the Mammal Survey Group for their assistance in assembling, erecting and 
repairing the Native Fauna Nesting Boxes. This project would not have been possible without 
their generosity with their time and expertise. The project has been successful in that it has 
heightened the students’ awareness of Native Fauna habitat, the importance of remnant shelter 
belts and the impact of introduced species on our environment. 

A small illustration of the above points is that many of the students now show eucalypts 
with hollows as a matter of course in their drawings . Hollow logs lying on the ground are 
also often included. — 

Unfortunately the Domestic Cat Survey was disappointing, however the few responses 
which were received were very supportive. 

At the end of 1991, John Lindner inspected and repaired some of the boxes. The 
children were encouraged to find an assortment of leaves, white egg-shells and a few feathers. 
An encouraging observation in one of the boxes behind the school revealed some leaves in a 
nest shape. This box had not been ‘renovated’ by galahs and so we are hopeful that a Sugar 
Glider may be responsible. ; ; 

In 1992 we are continuing our interest in the Environment and are one of fourteen 
Secondary and Primary Schools in the region chosen to participate in the 3BO/Bendigo 
Building Society Endangered Species Project. Spring Gully Primary School’s responsibility 
will be the Squirrel Glider. We look forward to your continued and much valued interest in 
our efforts. 


East Loddon Nature Notes es 
Tony Ford, a former teacher at East Loddon P-12 College, has just published his first book, 
East Loddon Nature Notes. _ 


This 42 page book covers natural history observations in the Shire of East Loddon over a 
period of five years. It contains the first 100 Nature Notes articles that appeared in the East 
Loddon Community News, many of which were contributed by members of the local 
community. There are also other general articles, observations, photographs, excerpts from 
local papers and poems. In its entirety, the book paints a picture of the fascinating network of 
natural history of the Shire at present and includes comparisons with years gone by. 

East Loddon Nature Notes is available from the East Loddon Historical Society by contacting 
vias Boyd, or direct from Tony. Orders can be sent to Tony Ford, 17 Kerferd Street, Tatura 


Cost of the book is $11 which includes postage. 
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Diary 

Please note: After several complaints about the comfort, heating, and acoustics of the Kangaroo 
Flat Secondary College's Bicentennial Room, the Committee and other concerned members were 
able to arrange a return to our previous venue at the Department of Agriculture and Rural Affairs 
meeting rooms at Epsom for the same cost as the Bicentennial Room. The return to DARA will be 
for our next meeting in May. Please bring this change in our meeting venue to the attention of as 
many other members as you can before the May meeting. 


Meetings 

Wednesday, May 13, 7:30pm, Department of Agriculture and Rural Affairs (DARA), Epsom. 
Speakers: Tom Patullo and Rod Orr will show slides from the Australasian Native Orchid 
Society's collection and will give a local commentary on these slides, discussing such matters as 
identification, location and distribution of local orchid species. 


Wednesday June 10, 7:30pm, DARA, Epsom. 
Speaker: Peter Ellis will show his slides which were taken during last year's trip around Western 
Australia. 


Bird Observers Group 
Friday May 1, 7:30pm, DARA, Epsom. 
Bird of the Night: The Black Swan 


Friday June 5, 7:30pm, DARA, Epsom 
Bird of the Night: Buff-rumped Thormbill 


Friday July 3, 7:30pm, DARA, Epsom 
Bird of the Night: Yellow-rumped Thornbill 


Mammal Survey Group é 

Wednesday May 27, 8pm. Please contact either the Chairman (John Burtonclay, Fadersons Lane, 
Mandurang (39 5710)) or the Secretary (Bill Holsworth, 13 Nabilla Crescent, Kennington (43 
4063)) for information about the venue for this meeting. 


Committee meeting 
Wednesday May 20, 8pm, venue to be decided at the next Club meeting. 


Excursions 

Sunday, May 17: The geology of the Bendigo area. Leader: Eric Wilkinson. This will be a half- 
day excursion leaving from the usual meeting place in Havlin Street (outside the Education 
complex) at 1pm. | ; 


Supper Sith : et 

The usual arrangements for supper are as follows: members either bring a plate or pay $1 for 
supper. This small amount is used by the Treasurer to reimburse members who purchase essential 
supper supplies. pA. rape , 


